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First there was a musical fi lm called HOLIDAY INN starring Bing Crosby 
and Fred Astaire. The songs were written by Irving Berlin. Everyone 
thought that the big hit song from the movie would be a love song called 
“Be Careful, It’s My Heart.” 

I’m Dreaming of a “White Christmas . . .”

Instead, the runaway hit was a 
little Christmas song called “White 
Christmas.” Bing Crosby’s recording 
of “White Christmas became the 
best-selling single in history – a 
record it still holds today. 

Twelve years later Paramount 

Pictures decided to re-unite 

Crosby and Astaire in a sort of 

remake of the original fi lm. 

After reading the script Astaire 
decided he didn’t want to do the 
picture so Paramount got one of 
the most popular movie stars of the 
day, Danny Kaye, to star alongside 
Bing. They fashioned the movie 
around the country’s most popular 
song and called the movie WHITE 
CHRISTMAS.

You know the rest of the story. 

The fi lm became a holiday classic, 

the top money maker of 1954 

by a wide margin, the highest 

grossing fi lm at the time. It 

became a TV staple, broadcast 

multiple times every Christmas 

season. It is many folks’ most 

cherished Christmas tradition to 

gather the whole family together 

to watch this beloved fi lm.. 

In 2000 a stage musical based on 
the classic fi lm opened at the MUNY 
in St. Louis to great acclaim. Since 
then it has been produced all around 
the world including a short run on 
Broadway in 2008-2009. 

Continued on page 2 . . .

“It’s all there - the 
music, the romance, the 
comedy, great singing 
and dancing, and of 
course that iconic song.          
                           - Ed Flesch

CHRISTMAS IS 
RIGHT AROUND THE 
CORNER . . .
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We’ll have a great cast - of course – and we’ll give it the full 
Fireside treatment. Time for you to start a new tradition and come 
to see WHITE CHRISTMAS live on stage at The Fireside.

WHITE CHRISTMAS 
    . . . Continued!
And now the musical WHITE CHRISTMAS makes its triumphant 
debut at The Fireside. It’s all there - the music, the romance, 
the comedy, great singing and dancing, and of course that 
iconic song. 

Scenes from the 1954 

fi lm version of WHITE 

CHRISTMAS.
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Linda BE’s Travel takes Dubuque area travelers around the world!

Linda Blom-Eiben’s enthusiastic 
and welcoming smile must be one 
of the keys to her success along 
with years of experience and 
expert planning.

While working as a teller for US 
Bank in Dubuque, Linda was often 
called upon to assist their travel 
coordinator.  Later on that became 
her full time job and she loved 
it! Unfortunately, as with many 
banks, the travel program was 
discontinued in 2013 prompting 
Linda to strike out on her own.

Linda BE’s Travels now takes 
travelers around the world.  Linda 
has “been everywhere” from 
coast to coast and from Texas to 
northern Minnesota. She’s been 
to 25 countries including Australia, 
New Zealand, Figi, Costa Rica, 
and Portugal. Next year’s big trips 
will include Iceland, Ireland, and 
Alaska. 

Linda works out of her home and 
doesn’t need to advertise much as 
she’s blessed with a loyal following 
and great word-of-mouth support. 
Her travelers are primarily from 
Dubuque and the tri-state corner 
making The Fireside a 2.5 hour trip 
each way. She uses an email list,  
Facebook, letters, and occasional 
ads for trip previews to announce 
and promote her tours. 

Of course, everything came to 
a screeching halt in 2020 but by 
the fall of 2021 she was out and 
about again and we were happy 
to welcome her back. “Luckily,” 
she said, “My Fireside trips sell 
themselves. On the way home 
from THE SOUND OF MUSIC 
a lot of people thought it was 
the best show they’d ever seen.” 
Typically our live band revues 
and our Christmas shows are the 
most popular for her and while 
most are weekday matinees she 

likes to plan a Sunday Brunch for 
the holidays so people can bring 
family or friends that can’t come 
during the week.

Linda acknowledges that there 
can be a lot of ups and downs 
but encourages folks to “stick with 
it, because it’s all worth it in the 
end.” She’s in it more for the fun, 
serving people, and making new 
friends so she’s happy if she at 
least breaks even.

Together with her husband, Linda 
has two children, seven step-
children, and 27 grandchildren.  
Obviously, they’re a big part of 
how she spends her free time. 
They also enjoy spending time 
at their cabin on the Mississippi 
River where her husband can fish 
and she can just watch the river go 
by.  “I truly enjoy what I do,” Linda 
noted. “I’m not ready to retire just 
yet!”  

LEARNING FROM EACH OTHER!

THE
INSIDE 
SCOOP
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MERRY CHRISTMAS, EVERYONE!

CHRISTMAS REALLY IS THE 
MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF 
THE YEAR - AND WE’RE HERE 

TO HELP YOU CELEBRATE!

HERE
FOR
YOU!

While a visit to The Fireside is 
always a magical experience, 
there’s something about 
visiting us at Christmas time 
that’s especially wonderful. 

First off, our halls are decked 
inside and out and everyone is 
fi lled with holiday spirit.

The drinks and dinners taste 
better than expected, and 
nobody says “no” to dessert!

The shops are fi lled with 
decorating ideas for yourself 
and gift ideas for everyone 
on your list - from Grandpa, 
the die-hard Packer fan, to 
your family’s newest baby. 

So much fun - and you 
haven’t even gotten to the 
show yet!  Favorite songs, 
amazing dance numbers, 
beautiful costumes, and 
a story that tugs at your 
heart all add up to make a 

memorable, shared experience at the theatre that will 
make you so glad you were here. 

A visit to The Fireside at Christmastime is perfect for groups 
of all shapes and sizes including:
  • Tour Companies
  • Church Groups

  • Senior Centers
  • Park Districts
  • Fraternal Organizations
  • Families and Friends
  • Company Parties
  • School Field Trips
  • Any group you’d like to put together!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hi everyone - it’s hard to believe we’re 
planning for our last show of the year.  The past 
few years have been like a roller coaster ride 
- ups, downs, and even some fun. But it’s time 
to keep going and creating new menu items for 
you. Thank you for coming to The Fireside and 
supporting us in these challenging times.

Our Christmas gifts to you this year include an 
awesome appetizer, two new entrees, and a 
new dessert. 

Our Featured Menu starts with our favorite 
appetizer -  Seafood St. Jacques. This is made 
up of Bay Shrimp and Scallops, sautéed and 
folded into a White Wine Cream Sauce and 
topped with Garlic Butter Toasted Croutons. 

The two new entree choices are an eight ounce 
Grilled Pork Ribeye which is very tender and 
full of fl avor and our tasty Grilled Shrimp. Four 
large Gulf Shrimp are marinated in oil, garlic, 
and herbs then grilled and served on our rich 
Tomato Butter Sauce. You can also choose our 
very popular Beef Short Rib, slowly braised and 
fork tender with a red wine demi-glaze.

Whichever meal you choose, save room for 
Amanda’s Cranberry Orange Cheesecake on a 
Ginger Snap Crust. 

Wow, what a meal this will be, 
perfect for your holiday 
celebration. My team and 
I look forward to your 
feedback. Yumm!!! Yumm!!!

Executive Chef

The Thursday Evening Signature Buffet begins with our Signature 
Salad topped with Papaya Chutney Dressing and served with Freshly 
Baked Breads. Enjoy two special entrée selections in addition to Beef 
Tenderloin and Roast Turkey from the Carving Station, Barbecued Pork 
Back Ribs, Chicken Tenderloin Tempura with Brandied Apricot Sauce, 
Beer Batter Fried Cod, Shrimp and Scallops Fusilli with Tomato Butter 
Sauce, Fresh Atlantic Salmon, Sweet Potato Souffl é, Whipped Idaho 
Potatoes and Steamed Farm Fresh Vegetables. Cranberry Orange 
Cheesecake for dessert plus coffee, tea and milk are included.

The Sunday Matinee Brunch begins with an assortment of Quick 
Breads and Pastries from our Bakery to enjoy with a Fresh Fruit 
Smoothie. We’ll be carving Jones Hickory Smoked Ham and Roast 
Turkey Breast along with the buffet of Eggs Benedict on Jones 
Canadian Bacon, Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, Maple Sausage Links, Chicken 
Tenderloin Tempura with Brandied Apricot Sauce, Biscuits and Sausage 
Gravy, Fresh Atlantic Salmon, Buttermilk Pancakes, Breakfast Potatoes, 
a featured Beef Tenderloin dish, and Steamed Farm Fresh Vegetables. 
Cranberry Orange Cheesecake plus coffee, tea and milk are included.

*Saturday Evening's menu also includes an Appetizer course.
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INSIDE 
CHEF MIKE’S

Kitchen

SEE 
WHAT’S 

COOKING

Seafood St. Jacques Appetizer
Bay Shrimp and New England Bay Scallops in a White Wine Cream Sauce, 

topped with Garlic Butter Toasted Croutons.

Freshly Baked Breads from our Artisan Bakery

Grilled Pork Ribeye
A boneless Pork Chop seasoned and grilled until perfectly tender and 

finished with a rich pork demi-glaze.

  Beef Short Rib
Slowly braised in beef stock and dressed with a red wine demi-glaze.

Grilled Shrimp
Four Large Gulf Shrimp, marinated, grilled, and presented on a 

Tomato Butter Sauce.

Whipped Idaho Potatoes with Garlic and Herbed Cheese and Baby Carrots.

Cranberry Orange Cheesecake
On a Ginger Snap Crust.

Coffee, Tea and Milk

FEATURED MENU
For Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday Matinees, 

Friday and Saturday Evenings* and Sunday Midday



“I’m dreaming of  a
White Christmas.”
Well maybe not yet, but I can hardly 
wait to see this show!  The movie 
has always been a holiday favorite of 
mine so getting to see it on stage at The 
Fireside is a dream come true in itself.

Whether you’re booking a traditional tour 
group, a large family outing, a school fi eld trip, or a corporate event this 
is a show with wide appeal for all ages. If you’re considering this show at 
all, now’s the time to get a date set while we still have seating available. 
Then you have time to plan and promote throughout the fall.  

For personal help with any 
of your bookings, call me at 
800-477-9505 or email 
groupsales@firesidetheatre.com.

Franki Elmore, Group Sales Lead
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GROUP 
SALES 
CORNERWe look forward to helping you 

promote your trips to The Fireside.

Promotional materials can be 

ordered for any of our upcoming 

shows through Group Sales or on 

our website. 

F l h l ith

Coming Shows!

Also - smaller groups of 13 - 17 can now qualify for a discount. They can 
often book much closer to the performance date and still get seating and 
pull everything together in time, especially if you’re working with your 
own family or people you see on a regular basis at work, church, or in 
your community. Never hesitate to check with us to see what we can do.

Many of you have asked about our 2023 Season and I want to assure 
you it’s diligently being worked on by Rick and Ryan Klopcic. It’s quite a 
puzzle balancing which shows we want with what’s available, what will 
work best on our stage, and be appealing to all of our loyal customers like 
you. We will be in touch with you as soon as those shows and dates are 
available for booking.

Give us a call if you have any questions.  We’re here to make your job 
easier and your trips successful. Happy traveling, make it a great day!



Technically, peppermint is a plant, a hybrid cross between watermint and spearmint, used to fl avor 
everything from ice cream to toothpaste, yet we think of it mostly as a taste of Christmas.  Candy canes, 
hot chocolate, cookies, and other desserts bring back memories of Mom’s kitchen during the holidays. Its 
traditional red and white stripes make fun and festive decor that’s very popular right now!
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GIFT SHOP
SPOTLIGHT

CHRISTMAS - A SEASON OF “MERRYMINT”

Shop online anytime at 
www.fi residetheatre.com

While you’re planning your group’s 
outing to The Fireside for Irving Berlin’s 

WHITE CHRISTMAS, we’re stocking the gift shop with these and many 
more fun ways to dress up your home for the holidays. We’ll have fl ags 
for outside, towels and oven mitts for the kitchen, ornaments for the 
tree, fi gurines for the mantle, and even headbands for the kids. (But isn’t 
everyone a kid at Christmastime?)

If you need to start decorating before your trip, check out our online 
store at www.fi residetheatre.com or give us a call. We’ll help you fi nd 
just what you’re looking for!
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GROUPS ARE OUR SPECIALTY - SPECIAL DISCOUNTS APPLY!

THE FIRESIDE, INC.
1131 JANESVILLE AVENUE
P.O. BOX 7
FORT ATKINSON, WI 53538

• Save up to $11.00 per person over individual ticket prices when you 
book a group of 18 or more. Please see our menu page for more 
information on the new menu choice options for groups in 2022.

• The three-course dinner and show for groups of 18 or more in 2022 
is $81.50 ($77.25 tax exempt) per person. 

• The Premier Group Rate offers an additional discount of $3.00 
per person when your group attends a performance of WHITE 
CHRISTMAS from November 3 - 27, 2022.  

• 2022 Premier Group Rate is $78.33 ($74.25 tax exempt) per person.

• The four-course Saturday Night Group rate is now the same price as 
the other shows.  For rates on optional premium entrée selections, 
please call Group Sales.  

• 2022 Youth Group Rates for ages 14 and under with the youth meal 
are offered at $58.29 ($55.25 tax exempt) per youth.

• 2022 School Group Rates are available for Mid-Week matinees as 
low as $71.25 tax exempt rate per student. Chaperones qualify for 
the Group Rate.

WHAT IS A GROUP? 
At The Fireside, there are many benefi ts for 
any group of 18 or more people, and now 
even for smaller groups of 13 - 17!

You can hold seating with a small deposit while 
you fi nalize your count, due four weeks before your 
visit. You’ll also qualify for a discounted ticket price 
and meal gratuity is included for the larger groups. 

For weekday matinees, 18 paid tickets earns a 
complimentary package, for all other shows it’s 
every 21st ticket. There is plenty of safe, free 
parking on-site for coaches and cars. The Fireside 
is accessible to guests with disabilities; just let us 
know what special needs you have when making 
reservations.
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Contact Us 
Today and Save!

FiresideTheatre.com 

groupsales@fi residetheatre.com

800-477-9505 

ONLINE

EMAIL

CALL

hil


